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Working Papers
Ahmed, A., (2011), Property and Inheritance Laws: The Impact on Women and OVC in the Context of HIV.
Working Paper prepared for the Third Meeting of the Technical Advisory Group of the Global Commission on IV
and the Law, 7-9 July 2011. Available at:
http://hivlawcommission.org/index.php/report-working-papers?task=document.viewdoc&id=96
The socio-economic impact of the HIV and AIDS epidemic on individuals, communities and families has brought
property and inheritance laws under close scrutiny. This paper draws on available evidence to examine the
complex legal paradigms that govern the distribution of property and inheritance based on international laws,
national constitutional protections, customary laws, and judicial decisions. While acknowledging the broader
challenges with regard property and inheritance laws in the context of HIV, the paper specifically examines their
impact on women and orphans and vulnerable children (OVC). The paper concludes with policy and legal
recommendations for decreasing the spread of HIV and improving individual health and well-being. It is important
to note that while some evidence exists highlighting the linkages between property, inheritance and HIV/AIDS, this
is an area that is both under researched and under theorized.
Property and inheritance rights serve a key role in the distribution of assets and resources in a community.
Property ownership is a form of empowerment; it mitigates poverty and increases bargaining power in
relationships, in turn decreasing vulnerability to HIV. In many countries, however, property and inheritance laws
discriminate against women and OVC. As a result these groups are at a greater risk of contracting HIV and less
able to access necessary care, treatment and support.
For example, the fear of loss of land or dispossession of one’s belongings can decrease the ability of women to
negotiate safe sex. Stigma and discrimination act as barriers to property entitlements because women are blamed
for infecting their spouses. And HIV-positive women are less likely to report discrimination or seek care because
of the stigma associated with HIV. Many states have laws that discriminate against certain classes of children. For
example, in some jurisdictions children born out of wedlock are not entitled to inheritance and so upon the death
of a parent they are economically disenfranchised and become more likely to engage in commercial sex.
Additionally, in places where customary or religious law operates parallel to the country’s civil code, the
implementation of property and inheritance laws are left to cultural and religious norms that often discriminate
against vulnerable populations.
Property and inheritance rights can serve as a mitigating force against the harsh effects of the HIV epidemic by
granting economic security, land for livelihood support and production, and security against interpersonal
violence. The following are key law, policy and process recommendations.





While many property and inheritance rules are determined locally, often by traditional or religious norms, it is
necessary to have a strong national legal framework that prevents discrimination. To ensure that the needs of
members of vulnerable communities are met, including women and OVC, they must be participants in all
stages of policy and law development and implementation.
A human rights based approach is central to the HIV response. States should bring property and inheritance
laws in line with human rights obligations and standards and develop rights-based indicators to ensure that
countries are making progress towards meeting these obligations.
A lack of awareness about HIV makes it necessary to ensure that lawmakers, government administrators, and
judges are trained on the importance of protecting women’s rights and the rights of OVC with regard to
property and inheritance.
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States should play an active role in increasing knowledge of, and access to, legal remedies for women and
OVC.
Property and inheritance laws are often adjudicated at the local level which results in the use of traditional,
religious, and cultural laws. In these contexts, it is necessary for the state to educate and inform traditional
leaders about the importance of considering the rights of women and girls in the context of property and
inheritance.

Basu, A. and Menon, R., (2011), Violence Against Women, HIV/AIDS Vulnerability and the Law. Working Paper
prepared for the Third Meeting of the Technical Advisory Group of the Global Commission on HIV and the Law,
7-9 July 2011. Available at:
http://hivlawcommission.org/index.php/report-working-papers?task=document.viewdoc&id=103
This paper analyses the nexus between violence against women, HIV/AIDS vulnerability and the law, recognizing
that violence against women is both a manifestation of systemic gender-based inequality/discrimination and
functions to reinforce it.
Laws regarding violence against women and their impact on women’s HIV/AIDS vulnerabilities
By international consensus, gender inequality and discrimination is regarded as a key driver of the HIV epidemic.
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) obligates all signatory
states to respect, protect, promote and fulfill women’s human rights and to take measures to eliminate all forms
of discrimination against women so as to achieve substantive equality.
Nationally, most countries have constitutions that guarantee equal rights and prohibit discrimination based on sex
and gender, but very few countries include health status or specifically mention HIV-positive status as protected
against discrimination. Additionally, although violence against women is now understood to be a form of gender
discrimination, only some countries have specific constitutional provisions addressing it. It is also important to
note that many countries have binding customary/religious laws in addition to civil laws, which may be
discriminatory.
Violence against women in the domestic sphere
Women experience violence in the domestic sphere where they are denied equality rights, lack awareness of
existing rights, and don’t have access to a facilitative environment that would empower them to exercise their
rights effectively. Although most countries have now brought marriage under their civil laws, some countries
(particularly in Africa and South Asia) also have customary/religious laws that regulate marriage and are explicitly
discriminatory against women. A patriarchal ideology permeates civil laws as well; while these laws are perhaps
not explicitly gender discriminatory, they are nevertheless founded on patriarchal principles where women occupy
a subordinate position to men and where control of women’s sexuality is a male prerogative. This is demonstrated
by the fact that marital rape is not recognised in many common law countries. The notion of marriage as the sole
arena for the legitimate exercise of female sexuality and of the family as an institution headed by the pater
familiae is the implicit basis of most legal regimes. In civil systems, the state often assumes the role of pater
familiae, especially in its dealings with women, who are seen as in need of protection rather than empowerment.
Violence against women can occur at all stages of marriage: at the time of entry when women are forced into
marriage or coerced into marriage without their free and informed consent; during the course of the marriage or
domestic relationship when they may be subject to sexual violence; and at the end of marriage either through
dissolution of marriage or on the death of the spouse when women are rendered vulnerable due to discriminatory
alimony or inheritance laws.
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Violence against women in the community
In addition to sexual violence in intimate settings, women face sexual violence from strangers and acquaintances,
teachers, employers and family members. Violence against women is exacerbated in times of conflict, where
sexual violence has been deliberately used a military strategy. Laws in most countries protect women from sexual
violence within the community by criminalising rape, sexual harassment and trafficking and prostitution. And
international law obligates states to protect human rights in the context of sexual violence by taking positive
measures to prevent and prohibit sexual violence and to provide appropriate health care to survivors of sexual
violence.
State condoned violence against women and HIV/AIDS-related stigmatization
Although countries have constitutional guarantees for equality and special laws prohibiting discrimination on
grounds of HIV status, women’s rights continue to be ignored and these laws remain largely unimplemented. Thus,
stigma and discrimination against HIV-positive women continues to occur at the political, economic, social, and
institutional levels. This discrimination results in a lower uptake of HIV prevention services, reduced and delayed
disclosure, and postponement and rejection of treatment, care and support. Women face particular challenges in
accessing reproductive health care such as discrimination from health care workers, coerced sterilization,
violations of informed consent and confidentiality, denial of reproductive choice, denial of public services and
inadequacy of services.
Conclusions and recommendations
Gender discrimination and violence against women in the context of HIV/AIDS goes to the core of patriarchal
control over women’s sexuality and the policing of sexual behaviour. This discrimination occurs in a wide range of
spheres where family, community and state institutions generate a systemic inequality, even as they speak the
language of equality and concern.
Challenging inequality requires legal and policy interventions that recognise the pervasive and complex nature of
both direct and indirect discrimination and which formulate measures to achieve substantive equality. Such
measures are not simply punitive or paternalistic; rather, they use human rights principles to empower women to
claim their rights and to obligate states to provide the facilitative environment for women to do so.

Chiu., J., Blankenship., K., Burris., S., (2011), Gender-Based Violence, Criminal Law Enforcement and HIV:
Overview of the Evidence and Case Studies of Positive Practices. Working paper prepared for the Third Meeting
of the Technical Advisory Group of the Global Commission on HIV and the Law, 7-9 July 2011. Available at:
http://hivlawcommission.org/index.php/report-working-papers?task=document.viewdoc&id=91
Gender based violence (GBV) increases the risk of HIV for individuals and for society and is a persistent and
pervasive health threat. GBV can impair the ability of individuals to negotiate safe sex, supports a social
environment where victims are shamed and stigmatized, and may be a deterrent to seeking social support and
health services. By addressing the sources of GBV, interventions reduce GBV risk for groups at heightened risk of
HIV and also contribute to comprehensive HIV prevention efforts.
This paper focuses on how criminal laws and enforcement interact with gender to create an environment that
places individuals at heightened risk for GBV. There is a movement to identify and address risk factors for HIV at a
community and social level, helping people to cope with those risks and looking at the institutions, people and
practices that create the risks in the first place. The report looks at evidence on criminal law enforcement and GBV
to reveal how gender, social status, law and power interact to create widespread harm and uses case studies to
represent real life efforts to deal with these social phenomena.
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Relationship between GBV and HIV
Within a sexual partnership, gender often affects decision-making and behaviours concerned with sexual health,
such as the decision to use a condom during intercourse. Gender norms that validate aggressive masculinity and
subservient femininity may erroneously justify GBV, such as marital rape. GBV can contribute to increased
infection/transmission of HIV in several ways including forced or coercive sexual intercourse, limited ability to
negotiate sexual practices, and establishing a pattern of sexual risk taking for those who have previously been
victimized. A person is more likely to contract HIV through rape than regular intercourse as a virus may more
easily infect a person if there is tearing or bleeding.
In many places, groups that are at heightened risk of HIV infection may also experience high rates of GBV,
including sex workers, substance abusers, women who suffer domestic abuse, children suffering sexual abuse, and
people suffering intimate partner violence within LGBT communities. The report analyses the risks of HIV infection
amongst these groups looking at examples in both developed and developing countries where links between GBV
and HIV transmission/infection have been documented.
Criminal Law and GBV risk
The paper highlights the ways in which punitive laws and law enforcement practices can increase the risk for GBV
among people vulnerable to HIV including (1) police abuse and brutality, (2) punitive laws increasing the risk of
GBV for sex workers, (3) the ways in which the criminal justice system fails to offer reasonable and effective
protection against and remedies for GBV, and (4) the ways in which punitive laws and law enforcement practices
reinforce attitudes that breed GBV. Each of these issues is examined using an analysis of the law in various
countries
Targeting the causes of GBV
As GBV is a recognized driver for HIV infection and transmission HIV prevention efforts should include policies and
programs that work to reduce GBV. Repealing laws that criminalize an aspect of an individual’s social identity such
as sex work or same-sex sex acts is a first step in creating an enabling social environment to reduce GBV risk.
The paper looks in-depth at multiple programmes in a variety of developed and developing countries that are
focused on improving the GBV risk environment and enabling healthy policing by affecting policy reform. The case
studies demonstrate that practical action can be taken to change the laws that police enforce and the way they
behave to reduce GBV and the risk of HIV. They serve as examples of good practices affecting GBV risk and
illustrate the range of innovative interventions that enable healthy policing directly and holistically.

Maleche, A., and Day, E., (2011), Traditional Cultural Practices and HIV: Reconciling Culture and Human Rights.
Working Paper for the Third Meeting of the Technical Advisory Group of the Global Commission on HIV and the
Law, 7-9 July 2011. Available at:
http://hivlawcommission.org/index.php/report-working-papers?task=document.viewdoc&id=102
This paper examines the diversity of traditional and cultural practices that affect HIV responses on a global scale,
and through an exploration of the interface between culture and human rights, offers frameworks, interpretations
and solutions to create enabling environments whereby the adverse impact of these practices can be removed or
mitigated. Communities throughout the world have a right under international law to their traditional practices
and a right to determine how their culture develops. However, this right is limited by a State’s duty to promote
and protect all human rights. It follows that where practices are imposed upon people in the name of culture, an
individual’s rights to freely choose not to participate in cultural practices is violated. These frequently marginalized
individuals have the right to contribute and participate fully in society and cultural norms that are harmful and
discriminatory to these groups should not be defended in the name of culture.
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The paper examines a selection of traditional and cultural practices that affect HIV responses in different regions
across the globe. This is not meant to be a country by country analysis, but seeks to present a broadly even
geographical sample. Those practices include cleansing rituals which may take place on a variety of occasions such
as after a husband’s death, after a baby’s birth or miscarriage, and after a man has bought or made a boat. Other
examples are ‘dry sex’, unprotected sex amongst married couples, female genital mutilation, wife inheritance,
land inheritance, virginity testing, and male circumcision.
These examples were chosen to illustrate a particular approach to traditional cultural practices that aims to
engage with the ‘custodians of culture’ within communities, involving them in the creation of solutions that are in
line with their own culture, while respecting and promoting human rights, and reducing the risk of HIV. The paper
looks at work in Malawi to encourage sex cleansers to wear condoms, changes in the Zambian penal code to make
widow cleansing illegal, efforts to replace sexual cleansing and wife inheritance with symbolic gestures, charging
‘tradition keepers’ to use their position in society to promote change of cultural practices such as dry sex, and
using the strong family networks that are core to Indian culture and the involvement of HIV positive family
members to disseminate health messages. In parts of Asia, Africa and the Middle East where traditional cultural
practices are intertwined with religious beliefs, religious leaders are often included in HIV education programs so
that they can provide accurate information during religious gatherings, and encouraged to educate their
communities on the need to continue with prescribed medications. In the Maasai communities in Kenya and
Tanzania, where female genital mutilation is widely practiced, dialogue with community members over possible
alternatives and initiating programs to encourage men to refuse to marry circumcised girls is helping to increase
awareness of women’s rights in general.
The paper then goes on to explore the interface between culture and human rights in relation to key populations
that have been identified as being particularly vulnerable to HIV, including sex workers and their clients, MSM and
transgender people, injecting drug users, and women. Examples are given of projects that have managed to
harness more positive underlying cultural values as a tool to address the enabling environments that exacerbate
the vulnerability of these groups. These include peer education programs in Thailand harnessing the cultural
values of respect for elders, using traditional Cherokee Talking Circles in Native American drug user groups to
introduce education materials, and the Sonagachi HIV/AIDS Intervention Program in India which took the male
dominated tradition of adda, or discussion over a common interest, and adapted it to work with women in
brothels to help provide an entry point for conversations about HIV and condom use amongst female sex workers.
The examples of human rights based interventions reviewed show that in many cases cultural traditions are not in
conflict with the international human rights framework.
The paper argues that human rights based interventions show that in many cases culture, traditions and norms
are not in conflict with the international human rights framework and that bottom-up solutions that engage
traditional leaders and harness existing cultural practices are far more effective than simply condemning human
rights abuses and abolishing traditional practices.
Seeking to influence cultural norms and practices to reduce their risk of HIV will inevitably result in some kind of
cultural adaptation. Given that all cultures change over time, the introduction of new human rights norms into a
culture can have a positive and transformative effect, so that the human rights norms eventually become
internalized into refined traditional practices. Further, new human rights norms can contribute to a positive
change in attitudes towards key populations whose marginalization has previously increased their vulnerability to
HIV/AIDS.
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Judgments
Case

Ndossi v. Ndossi, (February 13, 2003) High Court of Tanzania at Dar Es Salaam.

Nature & Scope of
Authority

The High Court of Tanzania only has territorial jurisdiction over Tanzania mainland
and the High Court of Zanzibar has territorial jurisdiction over legal issues arising in
Zanzibar. In Tanzania Mainland, the High Court of Tanzania has 3 divisions, namely the
Commercial Division (the Commercial Court), the Land Division (the Land Court) and
the Labour Division (the Labour Court).

Facts & Background
Law
Issue

A widow challenged the appointment of her brother-in-law as administrator of her
deceased husband’s estate.
Does the Constitution of Tanzania entitle the widow to administer the estate on
behalf of her children?

Holding

Yes. The Constitution of Tanzania entitles the widow to administer the estate on
behalf of the children because it provides that “every person is entitled to own
property and has a right to the protection of that property held in accordance of the
law.”

Rule, Application, and
Judgment

Justice Eusebia Munuo, for the High Court of Tanzania, held that the widow was
entitled to administer the estate on behalf of her children under the Constitution of
Tanzania, which incorporates the anti-discrimination principles of the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the bestinterest-of-the-child principle of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). The
judge further held that the Article 9(a) and (f) of the Constitution recognizes human
rights by requiring "that human dignity is preserved and upheld in accordance with
the spirit of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights." She explained that this antidiscrimination provision protects widows and children from “uncouth relatives prying
and or attempting to alienate the estate of deceased fathers or mothers under the
shield of custom.”

Case

Owagage v Mudhma, Suit No 990 of 1998, High Ct of Uganda at Kampala, 24
November 2000.

Nature & Scope of
Authority

High Court of Uganda is the third highest court of Uganda, having appellate
jurisdiction over all other courts save the Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court.

Facts & Background
Law

Husband leaves valid will granting property rights to his wife, clan members deem it
solely held in their trust.

Issue

Can a decedent’s wife be constitutionally deprived of her his property because it is
held in trust for the clan via customary law?

Holding

No. When the decedent leaves a valid will granting property rights to his wife, the
property cannot be deemed held in trust solely for the clan members.
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Rule, Application, and
Judgment

The argument that property is held in trust for the clan is contrary to the equality
provision of the Ugandan Constitution. The wife has the right to inherit property
through the use of the decedent’s valid will.
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Legislative Materials

Statute

Zimbabwe: Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act No., 23 2004.

Nature, Scope, &
Source of Authority

A nationally binding piece of legislation promulgated by the Zimbabwean Parliament
that brings together in one Act all of the major aspects of Criminal Law in Zimbabwe.
Previously, the criminal law of Zimbabwe had been widely dispersed, and contained in
common law, rather than in a statute. The Act represents a codification of all this law,
as well as reform with new materials.

Substance

Defines rape in the following way: “[W]here a male person knowingly has sexual
intercourse or anal sexual intercourse with a female person and at the time of the
intercourse (a) the female person has not consented to it; and b) he knows that she
has not consented to it or realizes that there is a real risk or possibility that she may
not have consented to it.”

Statute

Antigua: Section 4 of the Sexual Offences Act 1995 (No.9 of 1995)

Nature, Scope, &
Source of Authority

The Act is a legislative act of the Antigua and Barbuda national government. As such,
it is binding throughout the country.

Substance

The Sexual Offences Act criminalized marital rape. However, this criminalization
extends only to certain circumstances, as follows:
Sexual assault by a husband in certain circumstances.
4. (1) A husband commits the offence of sexual assault when he has sexual
intercourse with his wife without her consent by force or fear where there is in
existence in relation to them:
(i) a decree nisi of divorce; (ii) a decree of judicial separation; iii) a separation
agreement; or (iv) an order for the husband not to molest his wife or have sexual
intercourse with her

Statute

Bahamas: Section 15 of the Sexual Offenses and Domestic Violence Act (1991).

Nature, Scope, &
Source of Authority

The Act is a legislative act of the Bahamas national government. As such, it is binding
throughout the country.

Substance

Section 15 of the Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence Act criminalized marital
rape, but only in certain circumstances, as follows:
15. (1) Any person who has sexual intercourse with his spouse without the consent of
the spouse:
(a) where there is in existence in relation to them
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(i) a decree nisi of divorce;
(ii) a decree of judicial separation;
(iii) a separation agreement; or
(iv) an order of a court for the person not to molest or co-habit with his spouse, or
any other order made under Part II; or
(b) where the person has notice that a petition for judicial separation, divorce or
nullity of marriage has been presented to a court, is guilty of the offence of sexual
assault by spouse and liable to imprisonment for a term of fifteen years.

Statute

Combating of Rape Act 8 2000, s. 3, and Zimbabwe, Criminal Law (Codification and
Reform) Act No. 23 2004, s. 68(a).

Nature, Scope, &
Source of Authority

A nationally binding piece of legislation promulgated by the Zimbabwean Parliament
that brings together in one Act all of the major aspects of Criminal Law in Zimbabwe.
Previously, the criminal law of Zimbabwe had been widely dispersed, and contained in
common law, rather than in a statute. The Act represents a codification of all this law,
as well as reform with new materials.

Substance

The legislation is intended to: provide for the combating of rape, prescribe minimum
sentences for rape, provide for modification of certain rules of evidence applicable to
offences of a sexual or indecent nature, provide for the combating of rape; to
prescribe minimum sentences for rape; abolish the rule that presumes a boy under
the age of 14 years in incapable of sexual intercourse, impose special duties on
prosecutors in criminal proceedings relating to sexual offences, impose special duties
on members of the police in respect of certain bail applications; to amend the
Criminal Procedure Act, 1977, so as to insert a certain definition, make provision for
the rights of a complainant of rape in bail proceedings; to further regulate the
granting of bail to persons charged with rape, further regulate the circumstances in
which certain criminal proceedings shall not take place in open court, extend the
prohibition of the publication of certain information relating to certain offences,
further regulate the admissibility of evidence relating to similar offences by an
accused; and to further regulate the admissibility of evidence relating to the character
of a complainant of rape or an offence of an indecent nature; and to provide for
matters incidental thereto.

UN General Assembly, (1966), International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR),
16 December 1966, 999 U.N.T.S. 171, articles 2(1) and 3.
Nature, Scope, &
Source of Authority

An international human rights instrument of the United Nations that is a part of the
International Bill of Rights. It is monitored by the Human Rights Committee (a
separate body of the Human Rights Council) which regularly reviews reports of the
parties on how rights are being implemented. It has 74 signatories.

Substance

The multilateral treaty commits ratifying countries to respect the civil and political
rights of individuals, including the right to life, freedom of religion, freedom of
speech, freedom of assembly, electoral rights and rights to due process and fair trial.
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Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women,
G.A. Res. 34/180, U.N. GAOR, 34th Sess., Supp. No. 46, U.N. Doc. A/34/46 (Sept. 3, 1981).
Nature, Scope, &
Source of Authority

An international human rights instrument of the United Nations that protects the
rights of women and commits ratifying countries to ending gender-based
discrimination against women. Often described as an international bill of rights for
women. It has 20 ratifications and 187 parties.

Substance

The Convention commits countries to eliminate discrimination against women in a
number of areas including:, sex stereotyping and prejudice, nationality,
representation, education, law, marriage, health, employment, prostitution, and
political and public life.

African Commission on Human and People’s Rights, (2003),
Protocol to the African Charter on Human Rights and People’s Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa.
Nature, Scope, &
Source of Authority

An international human rights instrument adopted under the aegis of the
Organization of African Unity (now the African Union) to promote and protect human
rights and basic freedoms on the African continent. Oversight and interpretation of
the Charter is the task of the Africa Commission on Human and People’s Rights. 53
countries have ratified the Charter.

Substance

Also known as the Maputo Protocol, this Protocol guarantees comprehensive rights to
women including the right to take part in the political process, social and political
equality, respect for dignity, right to physical and emotional security, separation and
termination of marriage, health and reproductive rights (including right to protect
themselves from STDs including HIV/AID), and an end to female genital mutilation.
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Persuasive Authority
Zhihong Sa & Ulla Larsen U, Gender Inequality Increases Women’s Risk of HIV Infection in Moshi, Tanzania, 40 J.
Biosoc. Sci. 505-525 (2008).
This study examined the hypothesis that multiple dimensions of gender inequality increase women's risk for HIV
infection using a population-based survey of 1418 women aged 20 to 44 in Moshi, Tanzania. Three forms of HIV
exposures were assessed reflecting gender power imbalance: economic exposures (age difference between partners
and partner's contributions to children's expenses), physical exposures (coerced first sex and intimate partner
violence) and social exposures (ever had problems conceiving). Behavioural risk factors included number of sexual
partners for women in the last three years, partner had other wives or girlfriends, non-use of condom and alcohol
use at least once a week in the last 12 months. Multivariate logistic regression analysis showed that a woman had a
significantly elevated risk for HIV if she had a partner more than 10 years older (OR=2.5), her partner made low
financial contributions to children's expenses (OR=1.7), or she experienced coerced first sex before age 18 years
(OR=2.0) even after taking into account the effects of risk behaviour factors. The association between ever having
had a problem conceiving and HIV infection was explained away by risk behaviour factors. The findings lend support
to the hypothesis that economic deprivation and experience of sexual violence increase women's vulnerability to
HIV, providing further evidence for extending the behavioural approach to HIV interventions to incorporate women's
economic empowerment, elimination of gender-based violence and promotion of changing attitudes and behaviours
among men.

Sandesh Sivakumaran, Sexual Violence Against Men in Armed Conflict, 18 Eur. J. International L.2 (2007).
This article attempted to ascertain the extent to which male sexual violence is committed in armed conflict. In so
doing, the study considers facts that explain under-reporting by victims and lack of detection on the part of others,
particular forms of male sexual violence, including rape, forced sterilization, nudity, forced masturbation, and genital
violence. The dynamics of these offenses are also explored including issues of power and dominance, emasculation,
feminization, homosexualization, and the prevention of procreation. Finally, the article explores the symbolic
construction of male and female bodies in armed conflict.
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